
be necessary to escape the 

wiles of the Devil, for we will 

be free from the flesh and 

temptations of this world.  

This is the very definition of 

peace to a Christian. 

 

Our spirits too will be made 

“perfect,” that is complete.  

No longer will we possess 

only the “down payment” but 

the entire promise of a spirit 

made new.  This aspect of 

our coming change is not so 

clearly defined in Scripture as 

that of our bodily change, but 

whatever awaits us in the glo-

ry of the presence of the Lord 

forever, our spirits will rejoice 

in it with complete compe-

tence and ability to enjoy it 

all. 

 

Let us keep before our eyes 

these great and precious 

promises by which we may 

be partakers of the Divine Na-

ture. 

 

“But as it is written: 

‘Eye has not seen, nor ear 

heard, Nor have entered into 

the heart of man 

The things which God has 

prepared for those who love 

Him.’  But God has revealed 

them to us through His Spirit. 

For the Spirit searches all 

things, yes, the deep things of 

God.” (1Co 2:9-10) 

 

Having this hope then, let us 

persevere to the saving of our 

souls and to the transfor-

mation that awaits us.  ~ 

Roger Lindsey 

PAGE 4 THE NAVARRE MESSENGER  

We meet on James M Harvell Rd next to 

the public library in Navarre. 

Call for directions and more information 

(850) 939-8109 

This entire publication and previous is-

sues are available online at 

navarrechurchofchrist.net 

along with some more useful information 

Navarre church of Christ 

8490 James M Harvell Rd 

Navarre, FL 32566 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Assembly Schedule 

Sunday 

    Bible Class for all ages 9:00 AM 

    Morning Worship Service 10:00 AM 

    Evening Worship Service  6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday 

    Bible Class for all ages 7:00 PM 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME! 

March 29, 2015 

There are three times in the 

Bible when it is said that we 

are made, being made, or will 

be made in the image of God.  

One time would have been 

sufficient to get our attention, 

but the promises and mean-

ing of the other two are just 

hair-raising! 

 

 

Created in His Image 

 

The first, of course, is in the 

Creation, when it is said that 

God said “Let us make man 

in Our image, after our like-

ness” Genesis 1.26. 

 

What exactly does this 

mean?  Does God stand 

erect as He made us to do, 

unique among all His crea-

tion?  It is interesting that the 

word “upright” is used in the 

Scriptures to denote right-

eousness, godliness. But God 

is spirit (John 4.24) and so 

any comparison of our God-

given physical features with 

His own appearance, can on-

ly be based on the compari-

sons we read of in the Bible, 

and no more. We are told that 
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God sits (Psalm 9.7;29.10), 

and He also stands (Amos 

9.1).  He is spoken of as hav-

ing arms  (Num 11.23), 

hands (Isa 59.1-2), fingers 

(Psalm 8.3) feet (Ex 24.10), 

face (Gen 4.14), hair (Dan 

7.9) and other characteristics 

like those of man.  In all of 

these, there is little to make 

us absolutely sure of God’s 

actual appearance, and so 

we must turn to other com-

parisons. 

 

Surely this likeness to God’s 

image includes our mental 

capacities.  Alone among all 

of God’s creation man can 

reason, deduce, conclude 

and even communicate 

about things that are con-

crete and abstract.  Man’s 

power to use this capacity to 

build is recognized by the 

Lord Himself in His state-

ment concerning the building 

of the Tower of Babel, 

“Indeed the people are one 

and they all have one lan-

guage, and this is what they 

begin to do; now nothing that 

they propose to do will be 

withheld from them” (Gen 

11:6).  Language is man’s 

power alone; while animals 

may communicate in primi-

tive ways, and even mimic 

the speech of man, they can-

not communicate in a lan-

guage as we do.  Can any of 

the other creatures of the 

earth build as man builds, 

create as man creates, pro-

gress as man progresses in 

his use of material things?  

Surely man has been given 

“dominion” over the earth, 

and the mental powers to 

accomplish it. 

 

What about spiritually?  Are 

we in His image in that area?  

We are made “upright” (Ecc 

7.29), that is, holy and pure,  

and come into this world pos-

sessing a spirit that is from 

God and which goes back to 

God (Ecc 12.7).  It seems 

man is a uniquely spiritual 

being inhabiting a physical 

body.  The body will eventu-

ally die, but the spirit lives 

on.  So we can say that 

man’s spirit is “immortal” and 

“eternal,” beginning at a fixed 

point and continuing into 

eternity. 

 

Made In His Image in 

Christ 

 

We have been given the op-

portunity to be made in the 

image of God by hearing His 

words, believing and obeying 

them in this life.  To be a dis-

ciple of Christ is to be con-

formed to His likeness in the 

here and now. 

 

"A disciple is not above his 

teacher, nor a servant above 

his master. It is enough for 

the disciple to be like his 

teacher, and the servant like 

his master.” Mat 10:24-25 

 

“...beholding the glory of the 

Lord, (we) are being trans-

formed into the same im-

age…” 2Co 3:18 

 

We share the same type of 

physical body our Lord pos-

sessed while on earth.  The 

difference, of course, is that 

we have used it to sin, but 

the Lord did not.  He showed 

us that the temptations of the 

flesh can be overcome, and 

overcame them for us 

(compare Jn 16.33; 1 Jn 

5.4). Every intention of the 

disciple of Christ should be 
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that he “should know how to 

possess his own vessel in 

sanctification and honor” (1 

Thess 4.4) and that we do 

not sin (1 Jn 2.1). 

 

We are told to “let this mind 

be in you which was also in 

Christ Jesus…” (Philippians 

2.5) and to “transformed by 

the renewing of” our mind 

(Rom 12.2) in order to use 

our minds to discern the 

good will of God.  In these 

things then our minds are 

conformed to the likeness of 

the mind of Christ in the here 

and now. 

 

Spiritually we are “born 

again,” having received the 

“washing of regeneration and 

the renewing of the Holy 

Spirit” (Titus 3.5).  This of 

course happens at our bap-

tism when we are “baptized 

in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of sins” 

and we “receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2.38). 

From that point on, if we are 

faithful, we carry about within 

us a down payment of the 

Spirit of God which preserves 

us and marks us as belong-

ing to Christ.  This is the 

means by which we will 

eventually inherit the next 

promise of being made in the 

image of God. 

 

Partakers of the Divine   

Nature 

 

“...as His divine power has 

given to us all things that per-

tain to life and godliness, 

through the knowledge of 

Him who called us by glory 

and virtue, by which have 

been given to us exceedingly 

great and precious promises, 

that through these you may 

be partakers of the divine 

nature, having escaped the 

corruption that is in the world 

through lust.” (2Pe 1:3-4) 

 

These words resound with 

the hope of the disciple of 

Christ, to eventually be made 

like our glorified Lord.  Our 

bodies will be transformed 

into the likeness of His heav-

enly body. 

 

“who will transform our lowly 

body that it may be con-

formed to His glorious body, 

according to the working by 

which He is able even to sub-

due all things to Him-

self.” (Phi 3:21) 

 

“Behold what manner of love 

the Father has bestowed on 

us, that we should be called 

children of God! Therefore 

the world does not know us, 

because it did not know Him. 

Beloved, now we are children 

of God; and it has not yet 

been revealed what we shall 

be, but we know that when 

He is revealed, we shall be 

like Him, for we shall see 

Him as He is. And everyone 

who has this hope in Him pu-

rifies himself, just as He is 

pure.”  (1Jo 3:1-3) 

 

If ever there was an incentive 

to trust and obey the Lord, it 

is this! 

 

Not only will our bodies be 

changed, but our minds will 

be able to rest as well from 

all the testing and trials of 

this life.  The constant strug-

gle against the flesh will be 

over, vigilance will no longer 


